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PG&E Security Plans Rankle Lost Valley Residents in Orinda

By Vic Ryerson

This image of a masonry security wall was preseted at the meeting.

acific Gas and Electric Company’s plans

to beef up the physical security around
its Moraga Substation in Orinda’s Lost Val-
ley neighborhood immediately fired up the
neighbors, who are concerned that the work
will adversely affect aesthetics, noise and the
environment in the area.

In an effort to address their concerns,
PG&E hastily convened a meeting in the
Orinda Library at 3 p.m. March 29. Four
PG&E managers were present to explain
the utility’s actions to residents. Attendance
by the neighbors was modest because of the
workday timing, but those who showed up
were very vocal.

Jack Paulus, secretary of the Lost Valley
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Association, was present to represent both
those who were there as well as others who
could not attend, but individual speakers did
not hold back. In the end, the raucous meet-
ing produced a detente of sorts, and the pros-
pects for resolution of the dispute look prom-
ising going forward.

The Moraga Substation is a key link in
the utility’s regional electrical grid serving
the East Bay. It was built in the late 1940s,
and the Lost Valley neighborhood grew up
around it. At the meeting Vic Baker, PG&E’s
senior manager for the Mt. Diablo Division,
explained that the construction project is an
upgrade required to comply with mandatory
security standards. It will principally consist

of a new 12-foot-high masonry wall and a
10-foot-high chain link fence with vinyl slats
around the perimeter to obscure the view into
the facility. The wall will be built along the
front (east) side of the facility, and the fence
will enclose the rest.

Construction is slated to begin “imme-
diately” (“about three weeks from now” in
PG&E terms, according to Baker) to take
advantage of the dry season, and will require
about two months to complete if there are
no weather-related delays. Crews will work
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., and no work is sched-
uled to be done on weekends at the present
time.

The project will require removal or trim-
ming of about 30 trees, and this, along with
potential environmental effects to the adja-
cent creek and noise, became the key issues
in the discussion at the meeting. The trees to
be affected are of various types, including
pine, oak, willow, and redwood.

Residents of the bucolic neighborhood
— which includes a barn and pasture on Lost
Valley Road — reacted strongly to the pos-
sible loss of screening vegetation, and are
also concerned about construction noise and
disruption.

PG&E explained that the new measures
are required under the North American
Electric Reliability Corporation Critical In-
frastructure Protection Plan (NERC CIP).
NERC is a not-for-profit international regula-

tory authority whose mission is to ensure the
reliability of the bulk power system in North
America Its physical security standards are
mandatory under Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission rules. PG&E gave priority to the
Moraga Substation project because of the re-
cent Metcalf incident in San Jose in which a
major substation was vandalized, threatening
the reliability of regional electric service.

PG&E says it notified the City of Orinda
of the Moraga Substation project in the fall of
2015, but did not send letters to area residents
until March 11, 2016. Lost Valley residents,
who are no strangers to threats of encroach-
ment and disruption by developers, quickly
rallied in response. Although the meeting
produced a lot of smoke in addition to some
light, it concluded with an agreement be-
tween the two sides to form a joint task force
to work out their problems.

“We regret not having completed ad-
ditional community outreach on this issue,”
says Tamar Sarkissian, PG&E spokesper-
son. “As a result of the March 29 commu-
nity meeting, we are committed to working
closely with the City of Orinda and our sub-
station neighbors to ensure clear communica-
tion about the substation improvements and
our security concerns. Going forward, we are
creating a working group with representa-
tives from both PG&E and the neighborhood
to discuss this and other ongoing issues.”
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ORINDA $4,250,000 ORINDA

$3,795,000 LAFAYETTE
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$3,350,000

ORINDA $3,195,000

5/3 Prime Happy Valley location! 1 acre 4/3.5 Exquisite private estate in coveted
fit,charming single vl traditional style gated Happy Valley w/ resort like grounds &
estate amazing views.
The Beaubelle Group CalBRE #00678426 Dana Reedy

5/4.5 Breathtaking Mediterranean style
estate with approx. 4865 square feet of
living space.

Vlatka Bathgate

6/5.5 8+ acres w/potential for subdivision.
Recently updated with many features.

One of a kind!!
Laura Abrams

6/5.5 Desirable Orinda Highlands location,
amazing views, Irg rooms, 1+ acre, appx.
7,000sf.

The Beaubelle Group CalBRE #00678426 CalBRE #01880723

CalBRE #01272382 CalBRE #01390784

LAFAYETTE $2,090,000
4/3.5 Elegant home w/stunning views!
Gated community with club house, pool &
tennis courts.

McAtee|Wilson CalBRE #01349169

THIS 15 HOME

This is where friendships are
formed, loyalty is taught and

comfort is mandatory.

Coldwell Banker.
Where home begins.

ORINDA PRICE UPON REQUEST
5/3 COMING SOON! Fairy tale setting
close to downtown.

Vlatka Bathgate CalBRE #01390784

ColdwellBankerHomes.com

#ThislsHome

#CBOrinda
BERKELEY $1,798,000 ORINDA $1,555,000
4/4.5 Stunning Sun filled traditional home 4/3 Spacious & Updated Home with
located by the Claremont Hotel! Lovely Amazing Views
orig. details! Shellie Kirby CalBRE #01251227
Laura Abrams CalBRE #01272382
ORINDA $1,499,999 ORINDA $1,330,000 MORAGA $1,095,000 ORINDA $1,050,000 ORINDA $995,000

4/2 Great floorplan, peaceful flat yard, .34
acre lot, completely updated kitchen &

bathrooms.
CalBRE #01482496 Elena Hood

3/2 Located in the heart of desirable Ivy
Dr neighborhood. Close to all 12 top rated
schools.
Suzi O’Brien

4/4.5 Majestic setting in North Orinda on
mostly flat 0.58 acre lot. Energy efficient.
Hi-Tech!

Vlatka Bathgate

5 Moraga Way | Orinda | 925.253.4600 | 2 Theatre Square, Suite 117 | Orinda | 925.253.6300

Coldwell Banker’
HOME PROTECTION
PLAN

3/2.5 Recently updated Orinda home
w/Eichler vibe. Open floor plan, stylish
design and views!
CalBRE #01390784 Suzi O’Brien

3/2 Charming Spanish style home offering
old world charm. Multiple patios and large
pool.

The Beaubelle Group CalBRE #00678426

CalBRE #01221247 CalBRE #01482496
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